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CTA enjoys Devon fam trip

f there's one thing you can

say about the Coach Tourism

Association — its members come
from far and wide! So it was that
when the CTA embarked on a recent
familiarisation trip to Devon the
group included coach operators
and wholesalers from ten different
counties, all keen to see what this
particular part of the world had to
offer.

Naturally, there were local
members on-hand to help, including
coach operators Blakes and
Viewfinder.

The three-night trip started
in Exeter where the group were
joined by June Hutchinson of Visit
Exeter for an expert’s guide to the
town. This included a walking tour
accompanied by Exeter’s Redcoat
guides, not to mention a little keep-
fit session, ascending to the roof of
the cathedral! However, sustenance

welcome and an overnight stay.

To show how important the
group was, David Blake, the owner
of Blakes Coaches, was behind
the wheel of day two's transport,
which centred around a tour of
East Devon attractions, taking in
Bicton Botanical Gardens, Seaton
Tramway, the Donkey Sancruary
and a boat trip with Stuart Line

“ruises. The day ended at Northgate
Gate House Hotel, Buckfast, where
Anne Blackham gave group members
a showease of Devon tourism
attractions and brought along a
number of suppliers to talk over tour
opportunities during dinner.

The group's Buckfast Abbey hosts
then started day three with a private
tour, which included the abbey’s
famous gardens and high-tech
museum. After that the members
swapped their coach for a bus and
were taken through Buckfast village
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Southgate Hotel for afternoon tea
and the Mercure Rougemont hotel
was on hand to provide a warm

South Devon Railway for a steam trip
to Totnes and back.

The party then moved to

Dartmoor, where they stretched their
legs with a walk to Canonteign Falls.
This was followed by a ‘must-see’
visit to Devon's top seaside venue;
Torquay, and Livermead Clift Iotel.
On day four, and with the trip
having been joined by Jessica
Dowell of the Providence Hotel, the
touring was rounded off with visits to
Bygones, Babbacombe Village, Kents
Cavern and Torre Abbey for the
Agatha Christie Exhibition, with a
farewell lunch at the Headland Hotel.
Looking back on a very busy four
days, the CTA'S Communications
Director, llelen Bowron, said:
“Everyone on the trip agreed
that Devon was county that had
a great deal to offer, but was not
overcrowded. The great advantage
of a trip like this is that it gives
coach tour operator members of the
CTA the chance to experience the
countryside, accommodation and
attractions of a region first hand, and
then be able to network with local
providers with a view to setting up
tours in the future.
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